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Spadix of numerous slender pendulous spikes of about 1 foot,
the common peduncle very short, broad and thick, marked with
the scars of the spathe and of two outer bracts, the primary
branches very thick, the rhachis of the spikes slender, the
notches very little immersed. Female perianth (fruiting) about
2 lines in diameter; the segments all very broad, the inner twice
as long as the outer ones.
Fruit ovoid or globular, when dry about 4 lines in diameter
and longitudinally striate with prominent ribs, succulent when
fresh with a thin endocarp. Seed erect, with an oblong oblique
basal hilum, the testa free from the endocarp, the albumen not
ruminate.
habitat.—N. Australia: Liverpool River, Queensland, Cape
York, Cape Sidmouth.
cultivation in europe.—A stove palm. It grows in a
compost of loam and peat, in equal proportions; a little silver
sand may be added. They need plenty of pot room, and a
liberal supply of water throughout the summer, both at the
roots and overhead. The imported seeds germinate quickly in a
light sandy soil, if placed on a hotbed; young plants grown from
seeds do well in the drawing room. The first leaves are deeply
bifid and show already the praemorse-dentate tips.
illustration.—We have to thank Mr. Phipson for the
photograph of Hydria&tele wendlandiana, reproduced on Plate
LXXXIEL The specimen may still be seen in Victoria Gardens,
Bombay.
12.   RHOPALOSTYLIS H. WENDL. & DRUDE IN
LINNJEA XXXIX, 180, t 1, £ 2.
(Etym,: From 'rhopalon', a club, and * stylos', a pillar;
alluding to the club-shaped spadix.)
Mart. Hist. Nat. Palm. HI, 172, t. 151, 152 (Areca) et 312
{Kentia, sapida).—Hook. f. Fl. Nov. ZeL I, t. 59, 60. (Areca)*—
Drude Bot. Zeitg. 1877, 637, t. 6, f. 18-21.—Bat. Mag. t. 5139,
5735 (Areca).—Benth. & Hook. Gen. PL in, n, 800, 16,
Unarmed low palms, stem annulate Leaves terminal, equally
pinnatisect; segments numerous, equidistant, narrowly ensiform,
acuminate, margins at the base recurved, not thickened; rhachis
on the concave side furfuraceous; 'petiole very short; sheath
elongate.

